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ascoutah                   
Community Unit School District #19

GRADING SCALE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Date & Time:

May 7, 2013 at 6:30 PM

Location:

Mascoutah Middle School Library

Members Present:  
Randy Blakely, Kyle Freeman, Karen Mulvihill, Pat Day, Kelly Caterino, Tammy Cox, Cindy Doil, Nancy Seibert, Robert Pearson, Sandy Jouglard, Chris Lindsay, Lee Piner, Robert Pearson, Craig Fiegel, Alana Fanous, Katie Nelson,  Jennifer Richter
Absent:
Ron Hulliung, Jordan Rasch, Marsha Ray, Monica Lynch
Welcome
Dr. Freeman welcomed everyone and explained the agenda for the evening.
Recommendation to the Board of Education
Final Approval of the Grading Scale
The committee discussed two versions of the 10-point grading scale.  The first version was a scale that did not include plusses and minuses (i.e. A, B, C, D, F).  The second version included plusses and minuses (i.e. A+, A, A-, etc.).  

It was determined that the lower grading scales (i.e. 6-point, 8-point, etc.) gave the perception that students were at a disadvantage when compared to students on a 10-point scale.  Therefore, a similar perception could occur regarding the plusses and minuses.  A couple studies were also mentioned in which colleges and universities reconfigured GPA to disregarded plusses and minuses resulting in a straight grading scale for students.  

On the other hand, there was some discussion that the plusses and minuses could serve as a motivating factor for students who work to achieve at higher levels (i.e. students might work to earn a C- instead of a D+, or an A instead of an A-).  It was also mentioned that the straight grading scale seemed to have a large range of grades for each letter grade.  The argument was posed that the work it takes to make an 89 is greater than the work it takes to make an 80.
There was some discussion regarding adding rounding factors to the grading scale (i.e. 89.5-100 = A, 79.5-89.4 = B, etc.).  It was decided that the rounding should occur automatically as grades are entered into the student management system and therefore it would be unnecessary to add rounding language to the recommendation.

After some discussion the committee took a vote and it was determined to stick with the first version without the plusses and minuses.  
Discussion of the Written Recommendation
It was recommended that language regarding the discussion on plusses and minuses should be added to the written recommendation.
A clarifying statement was needed in the verbiage portion of the recommendation section that outlined when the change should occur.  It was agreed that the new grading scale should be instituted for the 2013-2014 school year for all students in the district.

It was noted that the percentages for failing grades needed to be corrected.  The percentages for failing grades should be 59% and below.
Finally, the possible alternate language for plusses and minuses was to be removed from the written recommendation.
Presentation to the Board of Education
Discussion of the Presentation to the Board of Education

Dr. Freeman discussed the presentation process for the Board meeting scheduled for May 21.  Three volunteers agreed to present the information from the grading scale study to the Board of Education.  Chris Lindsay, Pat Day, and Robert Pearson will work with Dr. Freeman to develop a power point and present to the Board.  Tammy Cox volunteered to serve as an alternate presenter.
Adjournment
Dr. Fiegel took a minute to thank everyone who had volunteered their time and services to work on the Grading Scale Committee.
Dr. Freeman echoed Dr. Fiegel’s sentiments and adjourned the meeting.
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