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ascoutah                   
Community Unit School District #19

GRADING SCALE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Date & Time:

March 8, 2013 at 6:30 PM

Location:

Mascoutah Middle School Library

Members Present:  
Craig Fiegel, Susanne Riechmann, Randy Blakely, Kyle Freeman, Karen Mulvihill, Pat Day, Jennifer Richter, Kelly Caterino, Alana Fanous, Katie Nelson, Tammy Cox, Cindy Doil, Nancy Seibert, Jordan Rasch, Ron Hulliung, Sandy Jouglard, Chris Lindsay, Lee Piner, Marsha Ray, Monica Lynch, Robert Pearson, 

Absent:

David Milton

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Dr. Fiegel took a minute to introduce himself to the group, welcome everyone, and thank members for their willingness to participate.

Dr. Freeman also welcomed everyone and asked members to introduce themselves.

COMMITTEE CHARGE

Dr. Freeman discussed the charge of the committee: To review the current grading scale used by Mascoutah Schools and to construct a recommendation for the Board of Education on how to address future grading needs.

INFORMATION & RESEARCH NEEDS

Members of the Committee were asked to write strengths and weaknesses of the current grading policy on Post-It Notes, which were then gathered by Dr. Freeman and Mrs. Riechmann.  Four perceived Strengths and eight perceived Weaknesses were identified, as outlined below:


Strengths

1. High standards are set by the current grading scale.

2. Students are challenged as they strive to meet the criteria of the six point scale.

3. Mascoutah School District is a great district and the current scale has served the district well to date.

4. College students have expressed their appreciation for the high standards set by the district and have mentioned that they have less difficulty assimilating to the demands of college curriculum when compared to many of their peers.
Weaknesses

1. There is a sense that the grading scale may limit the opportunities for students to gain admissions and/or scholarships to colleges and universities when competing against students from schools that utilize a 10 point scale.

2. There is a sense that the grading scale makes high grades more difficult to maintain and may have a negative impact on student GPA.

3. The 6 point grading scale may make transferring in and out of the district more difficult for students.

4. The 6 point grading scale may “de-motivate” students and give rise to negative actions (such as giving up, and/or cheating).

5. The 6 point grading scale may be a factor in causing students to avoid more difficult classes (such as honors courses, or higher level courses traditionally thought to be more difficult) in order to protect their GPA.

6. The 6 point grading scale may be a deterrent for prospective families looking at Mascoutah School District.

7. The 6 point grading scale may make it more difficult for students to earn good student discounts on the car insurance.

8. Athletes in Mascoutah are held to a higher standard than some of the surrounding districts and due to the grading scale may have more difficulty remaining eligible. 

Based on the aforementioned perceived strengths and weaknesses, the committee determined that there were at least five issues that need to be researched (outlined below).  It was also acknowledged that there may be other issues which will be researched.  Those issues may come to light as people have time to reflect on the discussion and the perceived strengths and weaknesses of the 6 point grading scale.

Issues

1. Has the 6 point scale utilized by District 19 resulted in fewer admissions and/or scholarship opportunities for Mascoutah students?

2. Does the 10 point scale utilized in other districts have a positive, negative, or neutral effect on student GPA and/or ACT scores?

3. The committee would like to see a general comparison of AP and Dual Credit enrollment figures from other districts.  We would also like to see a comparison of the passing rate of the AP exams taken in those districts.

4. The committee would like to know how many of our current teachers are making adjustments (curving grades) to our current scale and what adjustments they are making.
5. The committee would like to know if we are failing more students as a result of our more stringent grading scale.

It was decided by the committee to utilize the school districts outlined in the information distributed to the membership by Dr. Freeman to address questions 2 & 3.  The committee would like to see four high schools added to the list (O’Fallon, Mater Dei, Freeburg, and Jersey County).

POTENTIAL RECOMMENDATION

One potential recommendation was mentioned by Chris Lyndsay and supported by a majority of the committee:

1. In order to maintain high expectations of student athletes in Mascoutah School District, it is recommended that the administration continue to perform weekly no pass, no play grade checks for all athletes.

SUB-COMMITTEE RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS:

Issue 1 will be researched by two sub-committees:

1. Tammy Cox and Cindy Doil agreed to put together a study of the literature surrounding grading scales.

2. Marsha Ray and Sandy Jouglard agreed to take a pole of surrounding universities to determine what their requirements are for admissions and general financial aid.

Issues 2 & 3 will be researched by Kyle Freeman and Susanne Reichmann, who will add the 4 previously mentioned schools to the list of schools previously supplied to the committee.  The new information will then be added to all the schools on the tables provided to the committee.

Issue 4 will be researched partially by Lee Piner & Ron Hulliung by polling the high school staff.

Sandy Jouglard, Nancy Seibert, Randy Blakely, Karen Mulvihill, and Pat Day will work together to develop surveys that will be sent out to staff, students, and parents regarding the current grading practices at District 19.  The survey will provide information for issues 4 and 5.

Issue 5 will be researched by the committee through the survey process.

HOMEWORK

Beyond the sub-committee assignments, committee members were asked to reflect on the Strengths, Weaknesses, and Issues outlined above in order to determine if there are any other issues that may need to be studied by the group.

NEXT MEETINGS
April 4 – Thursday – 6:30 PM – MMS Library

April 25 – Thursday – 6:30 PM – MMS Library

ADJOURNMENT
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